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* 14 0007397 ID 

SUBJECT . Devftiopient Branch Activity Report 30 Hov. - 4 Dec. 1959 

QOHPHA and AgGQg : 

ESetin 6 s occurred on 2 and 3 December resnee 
wrouy. The next C 080 RA launch vill not be m*i. fT 5 * 00 * 1 ^ respec- 

a. *U1 b. un* to continue ^ 

2. OXCART : 

Routine activities. 
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6. COROHA AHD ABQOK MKEHR03 - She OQRCBA and AROOB meetings 
wen# held November 30th. ». Bisscll reported that BMD initially 
painted an alarming financial picture, hut, happily, their rejxart 
vaa excessive and that there was little likelihood of the ’59- '60 
flights being curtail ed * However, savings are Indicated and In order 
to save money a decision has been made to close down the Annette 
tracking station. No CORONA, shot will be attempted in December. 

An attempt will be made to launch one as early as possible In January 
with camera. It was further revealed at the meeting that ve now 
have flights scheduled to virtually use up all the launch pad 
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•paoe October i960* Future launches mu j camaras 

to detoxadne if malfunctions on be oorrectsd. An oil -out rad 
proem on the c mru is indicated, otherwise, there will be little 
um la continuing the proem. While 00 fins schedule hae been 
dxwnm f two leaancfcae e eooth ere anticipated. There ere to be no 
AB(XV shot* before June, after which there should be one ARQCH end 
one CQRCHA shot a Month during the summer. 

On 15 Deeeaber a Meeting will be held In Dr, York's office 
to review CORCHA, BAM06 and NDDAS. In this connection, Mr. Bieeell 
summriaed the thinking of Dr. Bllllnge to the effect that dracitla 
■ajar cute should be Made In ground handling equipment at this tine. 
The r e as o n in g behind this le that this is in R & D phase insofar as 
the vehicles are concerned, and, until we actually have the product 
of the flight in hand, we do not know what Intelligence data wet will 
get. The greatest effort on the read-out equipment take 

place when the vehicle beecnee operational, not daring the R & D 
phase, since the cost became tremendous as a continuing operation. 


Mr. Bi sSell further commented that one point of discunelon 
Is the proposal to laun c h five satellites per month to provide a 
continuing source of information. Be commented that In view of 
our experience with the weather factor he would favor launch, then 
required, for, eey, a five-day orbit period. His find consent on 
space activity was a warning that we could not give top priority to 
OCR0BA, etc., sihply because we have part in it and that at all. 
times We should take an objective view in assessing capability. 
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(c) Mr. felllfU sfti tt nicod that b* had also received fro* the 
Director approve! 6 f DPD operation program for the year sad approval 
for OXCART. Approval has bees 'granted for watcriel, administrative 
end operational aspects of the CHALICE program. Deft uncoverad-aca- 
CHALICE development program, project operational phase and the I 

procurement. Mr. Bieeell asked for a vrtte-up of the CHALICE 1 

devalmmants, even those in the realm of possibilities. The outlook 
for (procurement at this time Is poor, but he is Interested in 

what the ultimate proposal should be. 
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lar* requ Sated that ha receive wtifioation bsfore 

any hair Contracts a na aimed on CKCART. Ba suggested that a 'brief 
memo be attached io| l«ee*Ly Status BSpdrt ax* th*t 

couBltaant of fund* ha held vp until lb** Btaaall approves in each 
Instance. 

f ~ | ralaad the qjieatlon of delegation of authori ty 

to Mnw>Tf~eovartng not only prog r a m eontained in spSclfiC approval* 
but also authorliy to obilgate funds- baaed on over-all approval of 
a p rogram. Mr. Blaaall stated that a paper on this subject vouM be 
forwarded to | " this week. 

Mr. BISsall expressed himself ae being pleased with the 
gradual evalvatnant of a good procedure relative to budgeting our 
pr o gr am approval*. His Intent In urging the present prooedure :Ls 
to serve a double purpose: 

(1) To present a brief of the entire Divisional budget 
program end; 

(2) to present for approval specific sections such as 
CBALICK development) CHALKS operations, etc* 

Ihla has the affect of asking for PCX approval of a general 
program and firm a p pro v al of certain pleoea. Action an It by the 
OCX signifies awareness of the whole budget but makes clear that 
projects not listed will be sent up separately. 
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